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it can be inserted or removed, that is, without damaging the
grammar, though not always without damaging the meaning,
of the sentence. But the adverbial parenthesis, when once
inserted, forms a part of the sentence; we have sufficiently
dealt with the stops it requires in the last section ; the use of
commas emphasizes its parenthetic character, and is therefore
sometimes desirable, sometimes not; no more need be said
about it.
Another kind of parenthesis is that whose meaning prac-
tically governs the sentence in the middle of which it is never-
theless inserted as an alien element that does not coalesce
in grammar with the rest. The type is — But, you will say,
Caesar is not an aristocrat. This kind is important for our
purpose because of the muddles often made, chiefly by careless
punctuation, between the real parenthesis and words that give
the same meaning, but are not, like it, grammatically separable.
We shall start with an indisputable example of this muddle:
Where, do you imagine, she would lay it ? — meredith.
These commas cannot possibly indicate anything but paren-
thesis; but, if the comma 'd words were really a parenthesis,
we ought to have would she instead of she would. The four
sentences that now follow are all of one pattern. The bad
stopping is probably due to this same confusion between the
parenthetic and the non-parenthetic. But it is possible that
in each the two commas are independent, the first being one
of those that are half rhetorical and half caused by false analogy,
which have been mentioned as common after initial And and
For; and the second being the comma wrongly used, as we
have maintained, before substantival
Whence, it would appear, that he considers that all deliverances of
consciousness are original judgments. — balfour.
Hence, he reflected, that if he could but use his literary instinct to
feed some commercial undertaking, he might gain a considerable . . . —
button.
But, depend upon it, that no Eastern difficulty needs our intervention
so seriously as . . . — huxley.

